
Parent workshop: Phonics and early reading

Teach reading: 
change lives



A love of reading is the biggest indicator 

of future academic success.
OECD (The Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development)



Why is reading important?

Research has found the following:

English Curriculum Review, OFSTED (2022)

“If children are to become fluent readers, they need to read a lot.”

Reading for Pleasure, OFSTED (2012)

“Evidence suggests that there is a positive relationship between reading frequency, reading enjoyment and attainment 

(Clark 2011; Clark and Douglas 2011).”

“Reading enjoyment has been reported as more important for children’s educational success than their family’s socio-

economic status (OECD, 2002)”

“Other benefits to reading for pleasure include: text comprehension and grammar, positive reading attitudes, pleasure in 

reading in later life, increased general knowledge (Clark and Rumbold, 2006).”



Phonics



Our school has chosen 
Little Wandle Letters and 
Sounds Revised as our 
systematic, synthetic phonics 
(SSP) programme to teach 
early reading and spelling.

Little Wandle Letters and Sounds 
Revised



making connections between the sounds 

of our spoken words and the letters that 

are used to write them down.

Phonics is:



EYFS – Literacy Objectives

Nursery – Focus on Phase 1

Daily oral blending games 

Daily story time – children to retell stories using their own ideas and vocabulary

Begin to wonder what might happen next in a story

Begin to use vocabulary that they have learned when talking to someone

Listen and sing along to Nursery Rhymes 



EYFS – Literacy Objectives

Reception

Daily phonics lessons

Reading Practise Sessions x3 a week

Phase 3 Phase 2



Year 1 – Literacy Objectives

Year 1

Daily phonics lessons

Reading Practise Sessions x2 a week

Phase 5



Reading and spelling



Reading practice sessions are: 

• timetabled three times a week 

• taught by a trained 
teacher/teaching assistant

• taught in small groups.

How do we teach reading in books?



Reading at home



Reading a book and chatting had a positive 
impact a year later on children’s ability to…

• understand words and sentences

• use a wide range of vocabulary

• develop listening comprehension skills.

The amount of books children were exposed to 
by age 6 was a positive predictor of their reading 
ability two years later.

The most important thing you can do is 
read with your child

Parental involvement in the development of children’s reading skills: A five-year longitudinal study (2002) Senechal, M. and Lefvre, J



Books going home



• Your child should be able to read 
their book without your help.

• If they can’t read a word read it to 
them.

• Talk about the book and celebrate 
their success.

• Reading Record – recorded x 3 per 
week. 

Listening to your child read their 
phonics book



The library book is for YOU to read:
• Make the story sound as exciting as you can by 

changing your voice.

• Talk with your child as much as you can:

o Introduce new and exciting language

o Encourage your child to use new vocabulary

oMake up sentences together

o Find different words to use

oDescribe things you see.

Read to your child



https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/

Supporting your child with phonics

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/

Supporting your child 
with reading at home

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/




How can you support your child with 
reading at home?

Children only spend 1/5 or 20% of their waking hours in school. 

Ask questions

Online bedtime stories

Read bedtime stories

Join the local library



Singing songs and rhymes

Songs and rhymes can develop children’s language, vocabulary, movement and 

coordination (if they include actions)

You can find rhymes in library books or look them up on Youtube

You can also make up your own songs or sing along to the radio together.

Incy Wincy Spider

Act out the lyrics while you sing or make your own spider using junk. 

Did you know that songs and rhymes 
can help teach your child about the 
world? For example, Old McDonald 
had a Farm teaches children about 

animal noises. 

Star tip: If you know any 
songs or rhymes in 

another language, sing 
those with your child 

too. 

How can you support your 
child with reading at home?



Access to books

Your local library can give you access to free children’s book

Our school will now also have a Reading Shed for you to take free books home for 

free!

Activities you can play with your child@

- Check out the cover: what do they like about the picture?

- Dip in! Have a look inside the book – do they like the pictures?

- Does it have characters they like?

- Can they make noises to match the pictures?

- Does it have actions?

Did you know that the more 
children’s books you have at home, 

the more likely your child is to do well 
when they start school? Don’t forget 

the Reading Shed and the library!

Star tip: Let your children 
explore books by 

themselves. Encourage 
them to read with their 

teddies or dolls. 

How can you support your 
child with reading at home?



• Read 3x a week – recorded in their 
yellow Reading Record

• Phonics Home Learning (homework)

• Comprehension questions

• Reading to be recorded in yellow 
reading record 

Weekly Expectations



One of the greatest gifts adults can 

give is to read to children 
Carl Sagan


