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“Take all of this out of here and stop turning my

Father's house into a market
John 2:13-22
The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to
Jerusalem. In the temple he found people selling cattle,

sheep, and doves, and the money changers seated at their
tables. Making a whip of cords, he drove all of them out of
the temple, both the sheep and the cattle. He also poured
out the coins of the money changers and overturned their
tables.
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He told those who were selling the doves, “Take these things
out of herel Stop making my Father’'s house a marketplace!”
His disciples remembered that it was written, “Zeal for your
house will consume me.” The Jews then said to him, “What
sign can you show us for doing this?” Jesus answered them,

“Destroy this temple, and in three days | will raise it up.” The
Jews then said, “This temple has been under construction for
forty-six years, and will you raise it up in three days?” But he
was speaking of the temple of his body. After he was raised
from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said
this; and they believed the scripture and the word that Jesus
had spoken.




[

‘| believe that when it comes to the house of God, he doesn't
take it for play. He values his temple. ... If you go to his
temple with a dirty heart, or without forgiving somebody..
holding grudges against your friend... your heart is not clear
and you are not purified.”

The money changers and sellers are exploiting pilgrims who

come to Jerusalem to worship. They make profit out of

people’s piety and change the Temple from a place of prayer
to one of commerce.
Jesus is outraged. He will not have holiness become just

another commodity that is sold.




Let us pray

Creator God, we pray for our world where so many people
struggle to live in peace. We pray for those who have to
search every day for food or walk long distances for clean
water. We pray for those who are being persecuted for their

faith. We remember those who have fled their homes in fear,

especially the people of Ukraine and Gaza. We thank you,

for all the people around the world who are trying to bring
about cease fires and peace agreements. Soften hardened

hearts and help all sides to compromise.

Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer




Loving God, we thank you for those people who sustain us by
their love, kindness and forgiveness. Thank you for the

people with whom our lives are linked and who make up the

fabric of our family and community life. Make us alert to
each other’s needs and quick to serve and encourage one
another. May our gentleness with each other reflect your

grace and gentleness with us.

Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer




In today’s gospel we read how Jesus drove out the

changers and the dealers from the Temple in Jerusalem. As
Christians we recognise that each one of us are temples of

God's love and pray that we too have the strength to drive

out all unnecessary material thoughts and actions from our

lives.

Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer




HASITIS



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iWnu3rMuANg

Reflection
God of wisdom,
help us to build meaningful
relationships with one another,
with the earth and with you,
so that together we may
build a fairer world and
proclaim to all people the

greatness of your love.

Amen.




